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alternative;   but as the enemy's shrapnel was bursting tight
over the column of troops already marching by that route, and
we could see was causing casualties, it seemed folly to give
troops required on the left flank a three-mile march, for at
least a mile of which they would be exposed to shrapnel fire
without any cover, if they could be landed on the northern
side of the Bay unmolested and within a mile of their objective*
We could see two sandy coves which might have a clear approach,
but in any case there was no reason why the troops should not
land on the rocks if necessary.    So Lambart and I went off in
the Admiral's barge at once, with a message from him to General
Stopford to this effect.    As we were crossing the Bay we saw
men crawling about on the ridge towards Kiretch Tepe, but
could not distinguish whether they were British or Turks.
The early possession of the ridge was essential, as it commanded
the Bay ; so I transferred to a destroyer and steamed full speed
round Suvla Point to the northward until we were in a position
to identify them as British, and I then went to the Jonquil w&
all dispatch.

There was still no sign of any movement of troops into the
lighters ; they ought to have been on shore within an hour of
their arrival, and I went alongside the Jonquil in a fever of
resentment at these leisurely proceedings; everyone there
seemed quite satisfied that all was going well, and immensely
relieved at the ease with which a whole division had been
landed, after the blood-curdling tales they had heard of the
desperate fighting on the beaches on z$th April.

I found it quite impossible to refrain from saying what I
thought. I told them that the troops on the northern ridge
were British (of which they were in doubt) and that they had
not made much progress. I understood that the Mitylene
Brigade was to reinforce them. Why march men all the way
round under shrapnel fire if they could be saved two miles and
landed within a mile of their objective unmolested? The
General complained that he had been told that it was impossible
to land on that shore. I said that Admiral de Robeck was
prepared to land them anywhere in daylight, even on the rocks,
if any advantage was to be gained. Except for a Htde shrapnel
fire there appeared to be no opposition on shore; but haste
was essential, if full advantage was to be taken of what was now